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November 30, 2020  
 
Dear Piscataway Families:  
 
I’m writing to alert you to a change in all students’ weekly schedules. Beginning the week of 
December 7 and until further notice, all schools will operate on an early dismissal schedule on 
Mondays and Fridays. You can find the early dismissal schedule for your child’s school here. Grades 
4-12 will continue to operate on full-day schedules on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, while K-
3 schools will continue to end their instructional day at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. 
 
Why Do We Make This Change? 
We make this change because we have now entered the second marking period of the 2020-2021 
school year in a fully remote learning environment. Remote learning has gone on far longer than 
anyone initially expected. I commend our students and staff for the work they have done together 
to stay focused, remain curious, and support each other. 
 
But even with the efforts of students and staff to stay engaged, learning in one place with only a 
computer screen to connect students to their classes is tough. We need to ensure that our students 
learn grade level standards while balancing their wellness and mental health needs. I’ve listened to 
feedback from parents about screen time concerns and student wellness. I’ve spoken to teachers 
and principals about the same, and believe it is in the best interests of our students to adjust the 
weekly schedule to allow for early dismissals on Monday and Friday. 
 
Afternoon Office Hours 
On Mondays and Fridays, 30 minutes following student dismissals, all teaching staff will hold 
afternoon office hours. During this time, students can visit teachers via their zoom link with 
questions or for extra help. Each building principal will send office hour schedules to their families. 
 
There is no one answer to this remote learning schedule that is perfect for everyone, but I do 
believe that this scheduling change offers the best option to reduce students’ stress while still 
ensuring a quality education. Should you have any questions about this schedule, and how it will 
work for your student and school, please call your building principal. And as always, please feel free 
to call my office to share your thoughts, suggestions, or observations. 
 
Very sincerely, 

 
Dr. Frank Ranelli 

https://piscatawayschools.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=66604453

